*_* 
teyehes 
ree Pe Pees Aether eee 
ee ee ee ee be oe et Be be be ee ee ne Sa et be 
ee ote ele ee a aa as ae a a a we ata te 
cee ct tate tatatetatetetatet eters tatatets ate 
* te a, a te et nt tat nt tet tnt 0188818 6886888 6 a a" aes * a ata tn? o* a eee 


w 


Office of Publication; .124 E. First St., Dixon, II. 


Pett ate tat ata Sata t ata ta tat te een eee ee ara a ate ate eta a*e 
see e eer elect l ase se + et et eta tetete te tees tata states ts tatstate® 


ee ed ee ee a 


*o* 


- 
eva 
e" 
*_* 
«"« 
. 
** 


ear ate*e*e* 

ee ee ee 

Set arate at tae Mee erat ota Ot eat at tat at et ate 
ete ee OE Pee ee oe et ee et oe Be et ee 

> “ses * ate te! re ee Pee oe be ee ee be bt el bb 
a Oe ae ee oe ee eee 


ote. 
te ee eee oe OOO) O|.  tt 
ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee et Pe el ee et ot bt Oe) > .. ds bee 
rer ee ee Pe ee Pe ee bl et ee et ee be el ed LP hk et Pe ee oe oe oe el ee 
rr ere re Pee et he he he Be ie bel el ed el ee et et et ed 
So eta tte ate te ta ee tate tote Oat ee te eta tata alata tata te ta tet teens te at 


Peete ec en et atatetets 
PPO OOO OO tt ee 


Editorial and Executive Office: 


era a ate ate 


yt te eee 


o. 0. @,0.0,6-6 
“> ee 
ee 


+e 
a’ \ 
*+eee 
eee 
nr 
eee 
. Bee 
*tteee 


** 
ete ee Pr «tes 
ee ee et ot oe OOO) 


oot eats 
ee ee ae at ot tee natn 8 oe tae +s? o* stan te*,*4*.* 


ete ee 


ee 
eeeee 
tear 
eee oD ee 
eee eene 
*#e+e ee ol 
*#eee 
etetee 


Frey. AAA )8 6S 
ie | “Ree ee eee | Ue 
Stee eeee 

Otte eee 


*** Y 
+e thee 
et Atte CA ¢ eA 
eee eee 
i ae 
+e sees 
*“*#teeee 
eet eee 
**eetee 
ee eee 
* +t ethane 
wa 


wee CU, eee 

Stee 

¢eees PPP ded Dade 

ee Cee SA. “Eee 

eee 

+++ weeee 
*teeeee 

*eewee 
> 


‘ee . 
eee eee 
ee eee 
eee eee 
A 
: 


eee eens 
eee eee 
**eeeeee 
8 Te nn Te * Tt teen 
**eeene 


214 


West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


An Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament Soul 
Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism 


Volume VIII, No. 45 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1946 


One Year, $2.00; Three Years, $5.00 


— 
» | Pm a 
‘ 


Yourself! 


By EVANGELIST DEL FEHSENFELD 
Assistant to the Editor of The Sword of the Lord 


ert ee " 


“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves.”’—James 1:22. 


“Be not deceived; God is 


not mocked: for whatsoever a 


man soweth, that shall he also reap.’’—Gal. 6:7. 
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 


kingdom of God? 


Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 


idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind.’’—I Cor. 6:9. 


It seems preposterous, ridicu- 
lous and foolish that anyone should 
be guilty of kidding one’s self. 
And yet, the Scripture reveals 
that people are in danger of doing 
just such a foolhardy and profit- 
less thing. There might be some 


gain in kidding someone else— 
fooling someone else or, in the 
parlance of the street, pulling the 
wool over another’s eyes—but 
there certainly cannot ever be 
gain in kidding one’s self. In 
spite of that fact, people are kid- 
ding themselves today. Here are 
some things in particular about 
which people kid themselves, ac- 
cording to the texts we have al- 


Evangelist Del Fehsenfeld 


ready quoted tonight 
hearing. 
1. Service rendered the Lord, 
2. Sin committed. 
3. Salvation sought. 


Have you ever entertained the 
idea that you did something fab- 
ulously worth-while when you at- 
tended a worship service, listened 
to an exegesis given by a preacher 
and then left the service to do 
nothing else about the message? 

Have you ever been guilty of 
studying God’s Word, learning 
what God commands a Christian 
to do and still doing nothing about 


for your 


it apart from rejoicing in the 
truth unveiled to you as you 
studied ? 


Dear friends, I have had peo- 
ple by the scores to acknowledge 
with me that they were too much 
hearers of the Word and _  ~»not 
enough doers of the Word. How 
about you? To hear and hear and 
fail to do is to kid. yourself. Said 
James, “Be ye doers..., and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves.” Make no mistake about 
it, God wants us to study the 


Word. He commands it again 
and again. Through Paul we 
have the admonition, “Study to 


shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (II Tim. 2:15). The 
psalmist suggests that we hide 
God’s Word in our hearts 
by relating his experience, “Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, 
that I might not sin against 
thee” (Psa. 119:11). “Thy word 
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New Sword Evangehst 
Widely Commenced 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


We were glad to announce re- 
eently that Evangelist Del Feh- 
senfeld would be henceforth asso- 
ciated with THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD asa special evangelist and 
assistant to the editor. We are 
very happy about this connection. 
As soon as Brother Fehsenfeld 
can find a suitable home he will 
be moving, with Mrs. Fehsenfeld 
and the baby, to Wheaton, Illinois, 
to make his home. As yet we have 
not worked out just what his title 
should be, but he will be in the 
field as a full-time evangelist and 
officially connected with THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, and rep- 
resenting us. 


“When it was definitely settled 
that Brother Fehsenfeld would 
come to Wheaton and be associ. 
ated with THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD as an evangelist and as as- 
Sistant to the editor, I wrote to a 
few brethren with whom he had 
had revival campaigns to ask if 
they had a ward to say to the pub- 
lic concerning this anointed and 
brilliant young evangelist. Every 
letter received concerning him is 
a joy to read and I want to share 
them with you. Readers will be 


impressed, I am sure, as I am, 
with the fact that he has been 
often invited to return even for 
three or four campaigns in the 
Same church. 


Pastor’s Commendations 

Rev. H. Ellis Ogden, of the First 
Baptist Church, Baxter Springs, 
Kansas, writes as follows: 
“Dear Brether Rice, 

“I received your letter yesterday 
and rejoice to know that you will 
have associated with you on the 
regular staff of “The Sword of the 
Lord’ our mutual friend, Brother 
Del Fehsenfeld. 

“Del has held four revivals with 
the church here and always ren- 
dered faithful and effective serv- 
ice. His first meeting with us was 
outstanding in that approximately 
one hundred persons professed 
faith in Jesus Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour. He won the hearts 
of the people by his earnest mes- 
sages and his consecrated life. The 
church eagerly accepted him on 
three other occasions and each 
meeting was good. ‘ 

“He preaches Christ, fights si 
and pleads for a separated life. He 


| (Continued on Page 3) 


tures: 


15:1, 3-8. 


faith is also vain. 


vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
in Christ are perished. 


also shall rest in hope. 


of the earth.”—Matt. 12:40. 


sé 
. 


Jesus Christ is alive today! He 
was crucified and buried and three 
days later He arose bodily from 
the grave. Joseph’s new tomb, 
where Jesus had been buried, was 
left empty save for the burial gar- 
ments. Jesus straightway ap- 
peared to hundreds of people. He 
appeared to Mary Magdalene «nd 
“the other Mary.” He appeared 
to Peter, then to the rest of the 
twelve, then in Galilee to a great 
gathering of over five hundred 
Christians. Then again James 
and all the aposties saw Him, and 
finally Paul himself saw Him on 
the road to Damascus. Forty days 
Jesus went among the disciples, 
teaching them, strengthening 
them. They felt of His body, han- 
dled the hands with the wounds in 
them, and were convinced. They 
saw Him eat and drink. He taught 
them and explained the Scrip- 
tures. Every doubt was brushed 
away by the evidence which the 
Bible calls “many infallible 
proofs” (Acts 1:3). The twelve 
saw Him ascend bodily to Heaven. 
Later He appeared to Paul on the 
road to Damascus. Later still He 
appeared to John the beloved on 
the isle of Patmos. 


One could not find a record of 
a single New Testament Chris- 
tian who doubted the personal, 
bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle’s Cred affirms, “the 
third day he rose again from the 
dead.” 


The resurrection of Christ has 
thus been everywhere recognized 
as a cardinal doctrine of Chris- 
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how that 


then of all the apostles. And last 


“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; be- 
cause we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is 
Then they also which are fallen asleep 
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable. 


dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”—I Cor. 15:14-20. 

“To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many 
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.’”’—Acts 1:3. 

“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh 
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”—Psa. 16:9, 10. 

“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart 


For if the dead rise not, 


But now is Christ risen from the 


. And the third day he shall rise again.’’—Matt. 20:19. 
“TT am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”—Rev. 1:18, 


The old Catholic. church 
believed in the _ resurrection’ ‘of 
Christ. The Roman Catholic 
church believes it firmly today. 
The Greek Catholic church has al- 
ways declared it. All the historic 
Protestant creeds affirm the resur- 
rection of Christ. Not one his- 
toric denomination claiming to be 
Christian has denied the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. (Unitarians of 
course are not Christians, and in- 
telligent leaders of Unitarianism 
do not claim to be Christian. They 
do not acknowledge Christ as God 
and so have not been historically 


tianity. 


The RESURRECTION 
of JESUS CHRIST 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel . 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scrip- 
And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After 
that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once: of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
After that, he was seen of James; 
of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”’—I Cor. 


recognized as Christian.) Historic 
Christianity is based on the doc- 
trine that Christ died for our sins 
and rose bodily the 
grave. 


again from 

By the resurrection, of course 
we mean the bodily resurrection. 
There is not any other kind of « 
resurrection. Those who say that 
they believe in a spiritua] resur- 
rection are parrots quoting, witb.- 
out thinking, some deceiving infi- 
del, or they themselves are wil- 
fully trying to deceive. No one 
ever taught that the spirit of 
Jesus was buried in Joseph's 
grave. No one ever taught that 
the spirit of Jesus. died. The 
resurrection from the dead refers 
exclusively to the body. It was 
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"Dr. John R. Rice 
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"When it is evening, ye say, It 
will be fair weather: for the sky 
is red. And in the morning, It 
will be foul weather to day: for 
the sky is red and lowring. O ye 
hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times?” 
—Matt. 16:2-3. 

Whatever may be the condition 
of business in general, we are 
reliably informed that foretelling 
the future, crystal gazing, astrol- 
ogy—fortunetelling in.any or all 
forms—is experiencing a record 
boom. Any -prognosticator with a 
towel around his head and a glass 
ball before him need not wait for 
customers. Twenty-five thousand 
astrologers are doing the biggest 
business in history. 

But is it not necessary to be 
gypped when we can be guided. 
The Word of God tells us where 
we came from, where we are, and 
where we are going. Unfortun- 
ately, many people who are in- 
terested in prophecy fal] under 
two extremes. There are _ those 
self-appointed prophets who pre- 
dict the date of the end of the 
world and presume to name the 
Antichrist. Perhaps some have 
made almost as much money at 
that as the astrologers for there 
are plenty of gullible souls who 
would never darken a church 
door for a revival but who would 
fight through a blizzard to hear 
some self-styled prophet attempt 
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READ SIGNS? 


By REV. VANCE HAVNER 


as the colored preacher 
“unscrew the iinscrutable.” 


Then there are others who say 
they believe in the second coming 
of Christ but who keep silent 
about it. They don’t believe it. 
One cannot believe anything that 
important and not talk about it. 
Theré is no» excuse for this sin- 
ful silence in the fact that others 
go to extremes on the subject. 
On those grounds we would never 
take a stand on any doctrine of 
the faith, for every one of them 
has been carried to extremes at 
one time or other. Nobody has a 
right to take a lofty and condes- 
cending air toward prophecy as 
though it were beneath ones dig- 
nity to discus$ it. Anything that 
takes up as much space in the 
Word of God as this matter is 
not to be dismissed as though it 
were a jigsaw puzzle for prospec- 
tive lunatics. 

Peter dealt with these two ex- 
tremes, in reverse order. He 
wrote about the scoffers whe 
made light of the signs of the 
times and showed us that those 
who ridicule such signs are signs 
themselves! Then he calmed the 
excitable crowd on the other ex- 
treme by reminding them that one 
day is with the Lord as a thou- 
sand years and a thousand years 
as one day. 


Instead of belittling the matter, 
our Lord asked, ‘How is it that 


said, 


to explain the unexplainable and, 
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Don't Kid Yourself " -. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


fs a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path” (Psa. 119: 
105). His experience, said he, in 
reading the Word enabled him to 
be wiser than his enemies, smarter 
than the ancients, and a possessor 
of “more understanding than are 
my teachers” (Psa. 119:97-104). 
But the psalmist heard and heed- 
ed; otherwise he would have de- 
eeived himself as you and I today 
may deceive ourselves, by being 
hearers of the Word and not 
doers. 


I. We Kid Ourselves About 
Serving God 

Are you deceiving yourself 
about service rendered God? The 
way to answer that question is to 
search the Scriptures. They alone 
can give you the answer. The 
Scriptures are a mirror that tells 
you how you look to God. Look in 
the mirror and see if if your face 
is dirty or clean. Look in the 
mirror and see if your service is 
acceptable or not acceptable to 
God. 


From the life of Israel’s first 
king, Saul by name, we learn that 
service rendered to God apart 
from obedience is not acceptable 
to God. Saul partially obeyed 
God in waging war against the 
Amalekites. He slew every Amal- 
ekite except one, Agag the king. 
He destroyed all possessions ex- 
cept that which he thought to be 
the best. Sau] then proceeded to 
sacrifice unto God. “And Sam- 
uel said, Hath the Lord as great 
delight in burr offerings and sac- 
rifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams” (I Sam. 


15:22). Thus we learn that serv- 
ice rendered, regardless of its 
scope, if rendered apart from 


God’s laws, contrary to His sta- 
tutes and commands, is rendered in 
disobedience and is not acceptable 
to God. God may take the Scrip- 
ture you quote and may use it to 
pierce to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and yet as far as 
you are concerned “it profiteth.. 
..nothing.” God loves obedience. 
God rewards obedience. God will 
honor His Word. He wants to 
honor His servants as well. God 
is bound to honor His Word. He 
can't do otherwise, for He has 
promised in Isaiah 55:10-11 that 
God will honor the man who will 
permit himself to be used of God 
on God’s terms. God’s terms are 
obedience. “If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the land’ (Isa. 1:19). Joshua 
obeyed God. God honored Joshua. 
“On that day the Lord magnified 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; 
and they feared him, as they fear- 
ed Moses; all the days of his life” 
(Josh. 4:14). 
foolish when any man compro- 
mises any truth of the Word of 
God to find favor and friends! 
“Why trimmest thou thy way to 
seek love? therefore hast thou 
also taught the wicked ones thy 
ways” (Jer. 2:33). Compromise is 
disobedience to God, and disobedi- 
ent acts invoke the disfavor of God 
upon pulpit and pew. God re- 
wards obedience. Will you obey 
the Word? Will you sacrifice and 
serve with obedience? If you will, 
God will give you fruit that re- 
mains, 


When the Lord commands “Go”, 
He means it. He has commanded, 
“Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled” 
(Luke 14:23). He means it. It is 
for you and me to respond to His 
command, If we don’t, regardless 
of our great lessons tonight, our 
great sermons preached, our great 
solos sung—-we deceive ourselves. 
How do you stand on that score? 
Are you deceiving yourself? Are 
you kidding yourself? Are you 
busy here and there; are you doing 
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How tragic and how | 


this and that and leaving the 


weightier matters undone? God 
have mercy if you are! “It profit- 
eth....nothing,” remember, and 


“every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12). 
What the other man thinks, does 
or says is not your judgment. It 
is yours to heed, yea to obey the 
Great Commander—Jesus. “To 
do justice and judgment is more 
acceptable to the Lord than sac- 
rifice’”’ (Prov. 21:3). 


The Lord says, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach al] nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the 
Father,’ and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19). 
The Lord means that. He said, 
ye.’ He didn’t say, “Go, 
preachers; or “Go, teachers, 
deacons, elders, bishops.” The 
Lord means for all born-again, 
blood-bought sons of God to do 
as He commanded, “Go ye there- 
fore’ and disciple all nations. Are 
you doing it? If not, you are de- 
ceiving yourself. Alibi, excuse, 
squirm and wiggle all you wish, 
Jesus meant what He said, and 
He said, “Go ye.” You can do it 
through Him, if you are saved 
and you are willing. He is the 
power. He provides. He prospers. 
He will use you ahd enable you, 
if you are willing. “Lo, I am 
with you alway even unto the 
end of the world,” is His promise 
(Matt. 28: 20). Would you doubt 
Him? Would you make Him a 
liar? Certainly you don’t want to 
do so. Then, “Go ye therefore and 


“Go 


disciple all nations.” Do it in 
Jerusalem—that is, in your own 
home. Do it in Judaea—that is, 


your next-door neighbor, or a ped- 
djer or your groceryman. Do it in 
Samaria—among your enemies. 
Then you can do more than talk 
about going to the uttermost 
part of the earth. Remember, you 
deceive yourself; you kid your- 
self, if you do not do what you 
hear. “Therefore to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it 


not, to him it is sin” (Jas. 4: 17). 
This is something quite serious, 
isn’t it? Don’t kid yourself! “So 


thou, O son of man, I have set 
thee a watchman unto the house 
of Israel: therefore thou _ shalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and 
warn them from me. When I say 
unto the wicked, O wicked men, 
thou shalt surely die; if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from 
it; if he do not turn from his way, 
he shall die in his iniquity; but 
thou hast delivered thy soul” 
(Ezek. 33: 7-9). 

When Christ says, “Give ye 
them to eat,” He means it (Mark 
6: 37). People are starving in our 
midst. Some starve for want of 
physical food. Others starve for 
want of spiritual food. How shall 
we accomplish the task? The 
disciples were baffled when they 
saw the five thousand hungry 
people and heard the Lord’s com- 
mand,“Give ye them to. eat.” 
Whatever else Jesus taught His 
followers when He multiplied the 
five loaves and the two fishes to 
feed the five thousand, we know 
He taught them this: ‘First, you 
are not sufficient for the task, 
alone. Second, I am your suffi- 
ciency. Third, you can get al] you 
need from me for every occasion, 
no matter how large the host. 
Fourth, you can get more when 
your present supply is exhausted.’ 
May God help us to heed the com- 
mand, “Give them to eat.” Luke 
Il teaches us to come to the 
Friend of friends for bread for 
your friend (the sinner) who is 
on a journey and hungering. Be- 
cause of your need (not just be- 
cause you are a friend), God will 
supply you, that you may set it 
before the lost sinner. “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children: 
how much more shall your heav- 
enly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him?” (Luke 
11:13). 

If you go, if you give, “it shall 
be given unto you.” You cannot 


exhaust the supply. The well is, 


deep. Drink, friend, drink! Eat, 
friend, eat! The Lord is the Well, 


and He _ gives. soul-quenching 
water—life. The Lord is_ the 
bread of Life and He gives hun- 
ger-satisfying. life to the soul: 


Il. We Kid Ourselyes rebes 
Sim ot iyre, 

People foolishly kid themselves 
about sin. “Be not deceived; God 
ig not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6: 7). Do you think 
you are different? If-you do, you 
are kidding yourself. ‘“‘Be not de- 
ceived.” Brother, you will reap 
as you sow. God is no respecter 
of persons. His law of sowing 
and reaping is steadfast, sure, 
and irrevocable, unchanging and 
certain. If you sow gossip, you 
will reap it. ® you sow hate, you 
will reap it. If you sow rebellion 


against God, you will reap it. 
David rebelled against God. His 
son Absalom rebelled = against 
him. If you sow adultery, you 
will reap it. David committed 
adultery. His son Ammon fol- 
lowed in his steps. If you sow 
murder, you will reap it. David 
murdered. Absalom, his son, did 


the same. “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” 

Then don’t kid yourself into be- 
lieving that you are hiding your 
sins. God warns, “Be sure your 
sin wil] find you out” (Num. 32: 
23). God will give you rope for a 
season; you will hang yourself 
eventually. “Be sure your sin will 
find you out.” 


Two soldiers with two married 
women whose husbands were away 
from home rented tourist cabins 
near Jefferson City, Missouri, in- 
tending to spend the night in adul- 
terous acts. One couple was found 
on the floor unconscious the next 
morning. The other couple was 
found in bed, dead. During the 
night the fire in the gas stove had 
been blown out and the gas filled 
the room to reveal] their sins. God's 
law exposed tl.em. You will be 
found out, if you sin. “Be sure 
your sin will fing you out’! You 
may get by today and maybe to- 
morrow, but you'll get caught up 
with in God’s time—in life, in 
death or in judgment, “Be sure 
your sins will find you out.” 


lil. Some Kid Themselves 
About Salvation 
How tragic that people should 
also kid themselves about salva- 


tion! “Any way will do,” some 
say. Either Jesus lied or the 
man lies who cays that . I believe 
Jesus spoke the truth. He said, 


“T am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
There is only one way satisfactory 
to God. Jesus is that way. “There 
is a way which seemeth right unto 
a man, but the end thereof are the 


ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). 


Someone says, “As long as a 
man is sincere, I think that is 
sufficient.” Is that what-the Lord 
says? If you read the Bible you 
know it isn’t. The Lord demands 
righteousness for entrance into 
Heaven. Anything other than 
righteousness will disqualify a 
sinner. The only way for sinners 
to become righteous before God is 
by the receiving of Christ as a 
personal Saviour. II Corinthians 
5:21 says, “For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 

Suppc c I were to refuse to pay 
my income tax and tell Uncle Sam 
when he arrested me that I was 
sincere in believing that I didn’t 
think it was necessary. What do 
you think would happen? You 
know well that my sincerity does 
not change my obligation to keep 
local, state or national laws, don’t 
you? And remember that God 
demands that you keep His laws. 
You can be reconciled to God, but 
you cannot be reconciled to God 
and redeemed from sin apart from 
Christ, regardless of your sincer- 
ity. “In whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). 

Another says, “I let my consci- 
ence be my guide.” That is an- 
other “way which seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof 
are the ways of death.” Your con- 
science and my conscience are 
poor guides, dear friend. You and 
I can sear our consciences as with 
a hot iron. A conscience can be 
trained. Dillinger trained his to 
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kill people in cold blood, Hitler 
trained his to slay the Jews. “Pret- 
tyboy” Floyd trained his to rob, 
He, that being 
often reproved hardeneth his 
neck” (Prov. 29:1) reveals that 
man of his own will hardens him- 
self When reproved. To day if 
ye will hear hig..voice, Harden not 
your hearts” (Heb. 3:7-8) is an- 
other warning from God about si- 
lencing the inner urge to come to 
Christ. Regardless of your con- 
science, if you do not take the 
way God has laid out for you to 
get to Heaven, you will go to 
Hell, conscience or no conscience. 
To be sure, that is your liberty, 
if you choose to go, but Hell will 
not be any more pleasant because 
you exercised your liberty! 


kill and plunder. 


Today, Christ wants to save you. 
Let Him do it now! Cease being 
stubborn, obstinate and rebellious. 
Let go and let God. He will do 
it all for you. His grace is suffi- 


cient. Repent of sin now. 
“Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his 


‘ and let him return unto 


the ~..d, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God for he 
will abundantly pardon” (isa. 
55:7). 


Accept Christ now by heeding 
His word: “As many as received 
Him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12). 

Don’t kid yourself and go to 
Hell. Hear God Heed God. Be 
wise and be saved today. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


YAGER THREES 


The Resurrection of 


Jesus 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the body of Jesus that died, when 
He said, “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit” (Luke 23: 
46). It was the body that they 
anointed with spices and wrapped 
in linen, after they had taken it 
down from the cross. It was that 
body, with wounds in the hands 
and feet and a great hole in the 
side, which they laid in Joseph's 
tomb. It was that body that the 
soldiers guarded, with a great 
stone rolled against the door and 
sealed with a Roman seal. It was 
that body that rose from the dead. 
It is the talk of a thoughtless ig- 
noramus that says, “I believe in 
a spiritual resurrection.”’ The on- 
ly kind of resurrection there is is 
a bodily resurrection... And the Bi- 
ble teaches that Christ rose bodily 
from the grave. 

Before His death Jesus said to 
the dying thief, ‘Today shalt thou 
be with me in paradise” (Luke 


23:43). Christ’s Spirit went at 


Christ 


once to be with the 
Father. 
was buried and only the body of 
Jesus could be resurrected. There 
is no resurrectiop' eX¢ept the bod- 
ily resurrection. 

To deny the’ resurrection of 
Christ is to deny His deity. To 
deny the resurrection of Christ is 
to deny historic Christianity. To 
deny the resurrection of Christ is 
to deny the Bible. To deny the 
resurrection is to place one beside 
the infidels and ‘scoffers. If Bob 
Ingersoll and Tom Paine were to 
join a church ard put on clerical 
robes, yet believe and preach their 
infidelity, that would not make 
them Christians. So, infidels in 
the church today are not Chris- 
tians. Those who deny the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ deny 
Christ and Christianity. 

It would be almost impossible 
to overestimate the importance of 
the Bible doctrine of the resur- 
rection of Christ. Consider the 


heavenly 


New Sword Evangelist 
Widely Commended 


(Continued from Page 1) 


is fearless and sound in doctrine, 
preaching the blood of Jesus 
Christ as the only adequate reme- 
dy for sin. He magnifies the grace 
of God and follows the Holy Spirit 
in his revivals. 

“We pray that he may have a 
large ministry in the field of evan- 
gelism. 

“Your brother in Christ, 
(Signed) “H. Ellis Ogden.” 


Rev. William Huffman, P. O. 
Box 763, Guthrie, Oklahoma, 
writes: 

“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“ .,I1I have known’ Brother 
Fehsenfeld for the past seven 
years personally and during that 
time he has helped me in three 
revivals. So I have come to know 
him intimately. I consider him one 
of the most deeply spiritual and 
Spirit-led ministers that I know 


known. He -prays more. than 
any other man I know or have 
ever known. He is a _ fervent 
preacher of the Word and one of 
the finest sermonizers of the 
younger ministers. He always 
leaves a church with a new vision 
of Christ and sinners come home 
to God under his ministry of the 
Word. 

(Signed) “William Huffman, 
“Missionary Central Baptist 
Association of Oklahoma. 

“P. S. I will be most happy to 
answer personal inquiries concern- 
ing my friend, Del.” 

Rev. Eldred Thomas, pastor of 
the Southside Baptist Church of 
Henderson, Texas, gives this word 
about Brother Fehsenfeld: 

“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“ .. It is a special privilege to 
give you my estimate of Del Feh- 
senfeld and his ministry. I have 
known Del since he preached his 
second sermon and was familiar 
with his first pastorate in E. St. 
Louis. From the very beginning 
Del Fehsenfeld was blessed re- 
markably of the Holy Spirit in all 
of his work. Each of his pastor- 
ates have been phenomenal illus- 
trations of II Chronicles 7:14, be- 
ing blessed with many souls and 
miraculous increases in short pe- 
riods. I was with him (singing) 
in a revival at Fair Par« Baptist 
Church, Dallas, in a nine weeks’ 
revival which resulted in over two 
hundred additions to the church. 
I have been with him in fifteen 
or twenty revivals in various 
places where God’s power came 
in, scores were saved, and in sev- 
eral, over a hundred were won to 
Christ. These meetings were held 
in individual churches. Since I 
have been personally and intimate- 
ly associated with Del Fehsenfeld 
from the very beginning of his 


with him a portion of this period 
and having eaten, slept, and la. 
bored with him, I feel I am in a 
position to state the following 
facts: ; 

“Del Fehsenfeld is 100% clean 
morally, is aboveboard and above 
criticism from a financial stand- 
point, he pays his bills and does 


ky offering tactics which might 
bring injury to the work of the 
Lord. He is deeply spiritual; he 
is studious and energetic and 
eager to wear himself out for the 
Lord and for souls: he is fearless 
in his denunciation of sin, private 
and public; he is true to the old 
Book and tries to preach as much 
of it as possible. Doctrinally, he 
is sound and believes in the holy 
inspired Writ from cover to cover. 
My commendation could not be 
over-exaggerated as J] definitely 
believe he is one of God’s anointed 
and one that YOU can support 
100%, and I say this, being aware 
of your doctrinal integrity and 
your fearlessness and your devo- 
tion to God, His Book, the com- 
mission, the Holy Spirit, and 
‘whatsoever he commandeth thee 
ta do.’ 

“I appreciate very much your 
interest in this young man and 
know.that it will pay big dividends 
to the glory and honor of our won- 
derful Redeemer. I shall look with 
interest for reports of his work 
and yours in the future. Thank 
God for those He is raising up to 
do His work which needs to be 
done so badly these sin-beclouded 
days. 

“May I add my insignificant 
prayers to your work and for the 
success of your new worker on 
the staff of evangelism of ‘“The 
Sword of the Lord.’ 

“God blesses here with souls, 
113 additions this year, a newly 
built building, and the assurance 
of continued blessings, 

“Yours in Jesus’ name, 
(Signed) “Eldred Thomas. 

“P. S. I shall look forward to 
having the privilege of seeing you 
some day in person and hearing 
you proclaim ‘the message.’ ” 

Many Now Being Saved 
Under Brother Fehsenfeld’s 

Ministry 

Brother Fehsenfeld recently 
closed a good campaign with the 
large Huff Avenue Baptist Church 
in Cleveland, Ohio, with two or 
three other churches cooperating. 
He is now, at this writing, in re- 
vival services with the St. Louis 
Park Baptist Church of St. Louis. 
In this one-church campaign, in 
the first fifteen days, I under- 
stand, there were some two hun. 
dred public professions of faith in 
Christ, besides backsliders_re- 
claimed, a very, very fine report 
for a one-church meeting. The 
campaign is now running in the 
third week. Reports come that 
many Christians are starting to 
tithe, many family altars being 
established, many Christians giv- 
ing up worldly amusements, in 
Brother Fehsenfeld’s campaigns. 

Those interested in securing 
brother Fehsenfeld’s services for 
evangelistic campaigns may ad- 
dress him 

c/o Sword of the Lord 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


and we will see that he gets any 
mail at once. We ask readers to 
pray for this earnest young man 
whom God has raised up and 
anointed and prepared for soul 


not embarrass a pastor with quir- 


winning. 


Only the body. of Jesus; 


importance given this doctrine in 
the Bible. 


1. The Resurrection of Christ 
Is Part of the Saving Gospel 
In I Corinthiat#s'"15:1-4 Paul, by 
divine inspiration, plainly tells us 
that the gospe] “by which ye are 
saved” is “that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.” 
There are two elements in this 
“gospel,” as stated here. First, 
Christ died. Second, He rose 
again from the dead the third day. 
But both of these things happened 
exactly “according to the Scrip- 
tures.” Both His death and His 
resurrection were in literal ful- 
fillment of the Old Testament pro- 
phecies and types and promises. 
Read the two introductory 
verses again in | Corinthians 15: 
1-2. “Moreover, brethren, I de- 
clare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye 
stand; By which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.” This is the 
gospel which Paul preached, the 
gospel that penitent sinners be- 
lieved and received, the gospel by 
which they were saved. Then 
verses 3 and 4, which were quoted 
above, follow, defining this gospel 
that Paul preached and by which 
people were saved, 


Note the strange statement in I 
Corinthians 15:2, saying that the 
Corinthians were saved by this 
gospel, “unless ye have believed in 
vain.” That is explained by verse 
14 in the same chapter where we 
are told, “And if Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is also vain.’ That 
is, the gospel itself is a vain gos- 
pel unless Christ be risen from the 
dead. Any go;pel without a resur- 
rected Saviour is a vain gospel 
that could save nobody. Any such 
preaching is vain, says the Spirit, 
speaking through Paul. 

And why is the resurrection a 
part of the gospel? The very na- 
ture of the gospe] itself involves 
the resurrection. The gospel, the 
saving good news, is that Christ 
died for our sins, died according 
to the Scriptures, arose again the 
third day, according to the Scrip- 
tures. Christ died for our sins 
and rose for our justification. If 
Christ is now dead, He can save 
nobody. If Christ is now dead, and 
if the ashes of His decayed body 
are now scattered in some obscure 
tomb in Palestine, then the Scrip- 
tures are not so and there is no 
good news for sinners. 

And one must believe the gospe! 
in order to be saved. Faith in the 
Bible has two meanings. First, 
there is the acceptance of certain 
facts as true and, second, there 
is a dependence upon those facts 
for salvation. One who does not 
accept it as true that Christ rose 
from the dead cannot depend upon 
Him, with saving faith, for salva- 
tion. 

Believing that Christ rose from 
the dead is a part of saving faith 
itself. This is made clear in Ro- 
mans 10:8-9: “But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that 
is, the word of faith, which we 
preach; That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

The two simple elements of 
saving faith here are, _ first, 
confessing with the mouth 
the Lord Jesus; and_ second, 
believing in the heart’ that 
God hath raised Christ from the 
dead. Actually, of course, the 
confession with the mouth is sim- 
ply an expression of faith in the 
heart, as the following’ verse 
(verse 10) says that one who hon- 
estly trusts in Christ for salva- 
tion is saved. The confession with 
the mouth is simply the outward 
evidence of the inward faith. But 
to confess Christ with the mouth 
is not an evidence of saving faith, 
unless the one who so_ claims 
Christ believes in his heart hon- 
estly that Christ rose from the 
dead, and that therefore Christ is 
God come in human form, and 
now sits at the right hand of the 
Father, and therefore is able to 
save us from sin. One cannot 
have saying faith unless he be- 


lieves that God raised up Jesus 


——_— 


Christ from the dead! 


Eivery person who ever exer- 
cised saving faith in Christ be- 
lieved in the heart that God raised 
Him from the dead as the Scrip- 
tures declare. It may be that 
many have not understood the im- 
plications of the doctrine. It may 
be that many knew relatively lit- 
tle about the facts of the resur- 
rection. But everyone who ever 
trusted Christ accepted what God 
said about raising His Son from 
the dead. One cannot be saved 
without believing that Jesus is 
what He claimed to be, what the 
Bible declares that He is, the dy- 
ing, risen Saviour. 

It is interesting to note from 
the words of Jesus Himself in 
John 8:21, 24 that the deity of 
Christ must be believed before one 
can have saving faith. After say- 
ing that He was one with the 
Father, that He was the light of 
the world, that He was from 
above while they were from be- 
neath, Jesus said, “I said there- 
fore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins: for if ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). One could not 
believe in the deity of Christ with- 
out believing in His resurrection 
The resurrection is the proof of 


faith must base it on the fact that 
Christ died and rose again accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. 


How wicked, then, the hand of 
one who would take away the 
doctrine of the _ resurrection of 
Christ! He would destroy the 
saving gospel. He would make it 
impossible for anyone to be saved 
who agrees with him that Christ 
did not rise from the dead. 


2. The Resurrection of Christ 
Was the Single Sign of 
His Deity 

Some people believe that Christ's 
miracles proved His deity. They 
believe that when Jesus healed the 
sick, cured lepers, gave sight to 
the blind, raised the dead, stilled 
the waters of the Sea of Galilee, 
that He was thus demonstrating 
His deity. But Jesus never claim- 
ed that. In fact, He again and 
again urged people not to tell of 
some miracle which He wrought. 
Miracles did not prove the deity 
of Christ. Moses, Joshua, Elijah, 
Elisha, Peter, Paul, and others 
performed miracles by the power 
of God. None of the miracles of 
Jesus were intended to prove His 
deity. He helped the sick because 
He had compassion on them. He 
raised Lazarus for the glory of 
God (John 11:4). He did not do 


His deity. Those who have saving | 


it to prove His deity. Miracles 
prove that one is from God, but 
they proved that for the apostles, 
as they did for Christ, 


No, the sign of Christ’s deity is 
not simply that He worked mir- 
acles. The sign of Christ’s deity 
is His resurrection from the dead. 
That is what He Himself expressly 
taught. 


Jesus said in Matthew 12:39-40: 
“But he answered and said unte 
them, An evil and adulterous gen- 
eration seeketh after a sign; and 
there shall no sign be given to it, 
but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 
For as Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale’s belly; 
so shall the Sdn of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth.” No sign was to be 
given concerning His deity except 
the miraculous sign that after be- 
ing three days and nights in the 
earth, the grave, He would come 
forth as Jonah came forth from 
the belly of the great fish. 


When Jesus was g'orified on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, it was 
simply a preview of the glory that 
He would have after His resurrec- 
tion. Hence, the three privileged 
disciples were commanded, “Tell 
the vision to no man, until the 
Son of man be risen again from 
the dead’”’ (Matt. 17:9). 


This truth, that the resurrec- 
tion of Christ from the dead is the 
proof of His deity, is given again 
in Romans 1:3-4. There Paul wrote 
by divine inspiration, “Concerning 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh; And 
declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead.” Jesus Christ was 
“declared to be the Son of God 
with power... by the resurrection 
from the dead.” 

Since the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead is the one miracle 
that proves His deity, we can un- 
derstand why Romans 10:9 says, 
“That if thou shalt confess with 


thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” An 


acceptance of the deity of Christ 
is essential to saving faith, and 


(Continued on Page 4) 


BIG SPECIAL OFFER 

Toe Book Stores and Acents 
We make this special offer on deluxe 
Christmas greetings. Twenty-one beautiful 
folders of 1946 design with envelopes, 
retail price $1.00. Nationally advertised 
lines, special price, 100 boxes for $50.00. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Place your order 
now. Don't fail to write us for our 
Agent’s Discounts 


THE PETERS PRESS 
Huntington, Indiana 


ee 


Write for particulars of Special 
material. 
in your Church and Sunday School. 
Slides reach hearts 
line including Hymn Slides, 
Christmas Series of 
today. 


68 West Washington St. 


Bible Story Slides for Your 
Christmas Program 


Make Christmas a new birth of enthusiasm and spiritual action 
and teach minds waiting for the Go 


Christmas Carols, Bible Stories and the new 
40 kodachrome slides—‘“Christmas Blessings”—Write 


BOND SLIDE COMPANY 


Dept. SL 


Bible Story Slide Sets and Program 


Vivid, beautiful nautral color Bible 
spel message. Full 


Chicago 2, Illinois 


ee 


of Christian Investors. 


ing orders. 


growing industry. 


return. 


Attention... Investors 


Established manufacturer now distributing all profits 
and earnings through Incorporated Foundation to fun- 
damental Christian Institutions desires to enlist aid 


Successful Christian owned and managed organization 
requires $100,000 for additional working capital to fi- 
nance expanding operations and to take care of increas- 


An opportunity to invest in sound business enterprise 
on basis of interest-bearing notes. 


tised products with proven market acceptance in a 


YOUR investment serves a two-fold purpose: 


1. You receive an attractive interest 


2. You help spread the Gospel. 


References regarding responsibility will be gladly sup- 
plied and a prospectus will be furnished upon request. 


ADDRESS INQUIRIES: C. R. White, Suite 11-117 Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago 54, Illinois 


Nationally adver- 


PAGE FOUR 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Jesus 


(Continued from Page 3) 


the resurrection is the divine proof 
of His deity. 

8. The Old Testament Scrip- 
tures Plainly Foretold That 
Christ Should Rise From 
the Dead 

When two. disciples walking 
down to Emmaus told the unrec- 
nized Christ who walked beside 
them how that some women claim- 
ed that Jesus had been raised from 
the dead but that they did not 
believe, Jesus said to them: “O 
fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: 
Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his 
glory? And beginning at Moses 
and all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself’ (Luke 24:25- 
27). 

Jesus meant that the Old Tes- 
tament prophets clearly foretold 
the death and_ resurrection of 
Christ, and that the disciples were 
foolish not to believe the Scrip- 
tures and not to expect the resur- 
rection of Christ. And then He 
showed them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself. 

The clearest Old Testament 
prophecy about the resurrection of 
Christ is in Psalm 16:9-10, which 
says, “Therefore my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh 
also shall rest in hope. For thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to’ see corruption.” 


This Scripture was used by 
Peter in Acts 2:26-27, in preach- 
ing, at Pentecost, on the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. Here we have fore- 
told in the Old Testament the feel- 
ing of Christ Himself rejoicing 
that, when He should give up the 
ghost and lay His life down, His 
flesh would rest in hope, knowing 
that the Father would not leave 
His soul in death, and that His 
body would not see corruption, but 
would be raised from the grave. 
The body of Jesus was never to 
decay, was never to return to 
earth. That body had to be rais- 
ed from the dead and then trium- 
phantly the Lord Jesus later 
ascended to Heaven and that same 
Saviour with that same resurrect- 
ed body is in the Glory-land now 
waiting for us. 


It is quite clear to good Bible 
students that the story of Jonah 
being swallowed by a whale (a 
great fish, the Scripture calls it) 
was given primarily as a type of 
the burial and _ resurrection of 
Christ. Jesus Himself said,‘*There 
shall no sign pe given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas: For 
as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the wnhale’s belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of 
the earth” (Matt. 12:39-40). That 
Old Testament book of Jonah is 
meant to teach that Jesus would 
rise from the dead as Jonah was 
delivered from the whale. 


I doubt if the average modern- 
ist and unteliever in Christ even 
knows that Jesus expressly de- 
clared that Jonah’s three days and 
nights in the belly of the whale 
was a type of His three days in 
the grave. But Satan, the enemy 
of our souls, knows it, and that is 
why Satan leads modernists and 
infidels to actack the Bible account 
of Jonah. 


The Old Testament ceremony of 
bringing the first fruits of the 
crop to the Lord was evidently 
intended as a prophecy that the 
Saviour should be.-the first to rise 
from the dead. For I Corinthians 
15:20 says, “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” 
Then verse 23 says, “But every 
man in his own order: Christ the 
first fruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.” The 
Old Testament probably has many 
intimations of the future resur- 
rection of Christ which have not 
been noticed by the average Bible 
reader. 

For example, the second Psalm 
tells us that when the kings of the 
earth should set themselves 
against the Lord and His Christ 
(anointed), that “He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision.” 
And why would the Lord laugh 
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The Riana alee, of 


Christ 


when Herod and Pontius Pilate 
and the leaders of the Jews should 
agree to the crucifixion of Christ? 
Because, as the Psalm continues, 
God would yet “set my king upon 
my holy hill of Zion’. (verse 6). 
Christ, although crucified, is yet 
to reign over Israel. Then that 
necessarily involves the resurrec- 
tion, though it is not specifically 
stated. 

One of the clearest Old Testa- 
ment implications of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, is the Jewish 
priesthood, which of course was 
typical of Christ’s priesthood. But 
how could the coming Messiah be 
both the sacrifice and the priest 
who offered the sacrifice? Only 
by rising from the dead after He 
died! 

Melchizedek, mentioned in Gen- 
esis 14:18 as “king of Salem” and 
“priest of the most high God,” was 
particularly a type of the priest- 
hood of Christ. Psalm 110:4 says, 
“Thou art a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedek,” refer- 
ring to Christ; and Hebrews 5:5-6 
tells us that these Scriptures and 
the type refer to Christ. Hebrews 
7:3 tells us that Melchizedek es- 
pecially was fitted to be a type 
of Christ, since the _ record of 
Melchizedek giv's no father, no 
mother, no descendent, no begin- 
ning of days, nor end of life. These 
things were omitted from the Old 
Testament record of Melchizedek 
so that he would be a fit type of 
Christ, and Hebrews 7:16 tells us 
that Christ is such a priest, “Who 
is made, not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after 
the power of an endless life.” On- 
ly in having an endless life, not cut 
short by death, could Christ ful- 
fil the type of Melchizedek in His 
priesthood. 


The priesthood of the Old Tes- 
tament, picturing Christ’s priest- 
hood, clearly implies His resurrec- 
tion, 


Throughout the Old Testament 
there is a double picture of Christ. 
He is pictured as the man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, the 
One whom it pleased the Lord to 
bruise, the One by whose stripes 
we are healed, the crucified Sav- 
iour, is to be crucified, paying for 
in Psalm 22. But He is pictured 
also as the seed of Abraham who 
is to inherit Palestine, as the seed 
of David, the branch from the 
root of Jesse, who is to sit on 
David's throne How can it be 
true that the Messiah, the Sav- 
iour, is to be crucified paying for 
our sins (as is prophesied in 
Isaiah 53) and yet be prophesied 
to rule over the whole world (as 
told in Isaiah Chapter 11)? The 
answer to that is the resurrec- 
tior from the dead. Jesus died, 
but He arose again! 

This is the divinely inspired in- 
terpretation given by Peter in 
his sermon at Pentecost, recorded 
in Acts, chapter 2. There Peter 
says of David, “Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne; He 
seeing this before spake of the 
resurrection of Christ, that. his 
sou] was not left in hell, neither 
his flesh did see corruption” (Acts 
2:30-31). Every Old Testament 
prophecy that Christ should sit on 
David's throne, that Christ should 
rule the world, necessarily  in- 
volves the resurrection of Christ. 
So Peter says, by divine_inspira- 
tion, that David foretold that God, 
“according to the flesh,” “would 
raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne.” 

Thus the resurrection of Christ 
is a fundamenta. doctrine every- 
where hinted at and sometimes 
plainly declared in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


4. Jesus Himself Often Fore- 
told His Coming Death on the 


Cross and His Resurrection 
Jesus knew that He was going 


to die for the sins of the world. 
He often said so. Jesus likewise 
knew that He would rise from 
the dead and repeatedly He fore- 
tol.. it. 

Jesus foretold His’ resurrection 
when He referred to Joftiah after 
three days and nights coming fofth 
from the whale (Matt. 12:39-40). 

In Matthew 20:18-19 Jesus told 
the twelve disciples, “behold, we 
go up to Jerusaiem; and the Son 
of man shall be betrayed unto the 
chief priests and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to 
death, And shal] deliver him to 
the Gentiles to mock, and (to 
scourge, and to crucify him: and 
the third day he shall rise again.’ 
Jesus knew the whole program. 
He, with the Father, had planned 
it before the world began. But 
that horrible tragedy of His cru- 
cifixion would have a happy end- 
ing; “And the third day he shall 
rise again”! 

In Matthew 17:9, on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, “Jesus charged 
them [the three favored disciples 
who saw His _transfiguration], 
saying, Tell the vision to no man, 
until the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead.” The rising 
from the dead was in His mind all 
the time, as the triumphant finale 
of the crucifixion. 


In Luke 9:22 Jesus _straitly 
charged the disicples not to dis- 
cuss Him as the Christ of God at 
the present, “Saying, The Son of 
man must suffer many things, and 
be rejected of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be slain, 
and be raised the third day.” 


In John 10:17-18, Jesus plainly 
said that His crucifixion and His 
resurrection were His own plan. 
He said, “Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take 
it again. No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I fre- 
ceived from my Father.” 


The crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion were inevitably connected, 
in the mind of Christ and in His 
plan, just as they are connected 
in the gospel as preached by Paul 
and other Bible preachers. 

If Christ’s resurrection was of 
so great importance in His own 
thinking and His own preaching 
it igs pre-eminently important for 
the thinking of Christians today. 


>. Bible Preachers Continual- 
ly Proclaimed the Resur- 
rection of Christ 

Most Bible-believing preachers 
preach on the _ resurrection of 
Christ at Easter time, I hope. 
But how different was the plan 
of preachers in Bible times! If 
we read through the book of Acts, 
we will find that practically 
every time Peter and Paul and 
other Bible preachers wrote to 
give the gospel, they spoke of the 
resurrection of Christ. Evidently 
the resurrection is of far more 
importance than we realize, and 
we would do well to follow the 
pattern of Bible preachers. 

When Judas Iscariot, the un- 
saved apostle, went and hanged 
himself after betraying the Sav- 
iour, the eleven disciples forth- 
with met. They must, led by the 
Spirit, elect another apostle, and 
that at once! Why? They must 
have ar ‘her man, making twelve 
in all \ .o had -been with Christ 
from the baptism of John on to 
His resurrection. Acts 1:21-22 
Says, in the words of Peter, 
“Wherefore of these men which 
have companied with us all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, Beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto 
that same day that he was taken 
up from us, must one be ordained 
to be a witness with us of his 
resurrection.” The primary plan 
was that these twelve men who 
had been with Jesus all of His 
public ministry and who were 
themselves eyewitnesses of His 
death and burial, and who had 
themselves seen Him, after His 
resurrection, talked with Him, 
handled Him, to give a first- 
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hand testimony that Christ was 
really risen from the dead. 
In the second chapter of Acts, 


verses 24 to 36, 13 verses are giv- 
en in Peter’s sermon to the resur- 
rection of Christ! 


In Acts 3:14-15 Peter, preaching 
to the multitude gathered in the 
temple when the lame man was 
healed said, “But ye denied the 
Holy One and the Just, and de- 
sired a murderer to be granted 
unto you; And killed the Prince of 
life, whom God hath raised from 
the dead; whereof we are wit- 
nesses.” 


In the same chapter, Acts 3:26, 
Peter in the same sermon men- 
tions again the resurrection of 
Christ, saying, “Unto you first 
God, having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities.” 

The apostles were often arrest- 
ed. And what was the doctrine 
they always _ stressed, which 
aroused the enmity of the leaders? 
It was the resurrection! Acts 
4:1-2 says, “And as they spake 
unto the people, the priests, and 
the captain of the temple, and 
the Sadducees, came upon them, 
Being grieved that they taught 
the people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead.” 


Peter, called before the rulers 
of the Jews, was asked, “By what 
power, or by what name, have ye 
done this?” (that is, the healing 
of tohe lame man in the temple). 
Part of Peter’s answer is given in 
Acts 4:10, “Be it known unto you 


all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand 
here before you whole.” Peter 
could not preach about Jesus with- 
out mentioning His death and His 
resurrection. The resurrection is 


a part of the gospel, one of the, 
facts which is the basis of saving 
faith. 

‘In Acts 4:31 we find that the 
aposties and their converts were 
again filled with the Holy Spirit 
and we are told that, “And with 
great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33). The 
apostles may not have been good 
preachers but they were good wit- 
nesses. They had seen the resur- 
rected Saviour and they insisted 
on telling it everywhere, in jail 
and out of jail, before the com- 
mon people and before the rulers. 
“With great power gave the apos- 
tles witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus.” May God grant 
us to be faithful witnesses also 
of the resurrected Saviour whom 
we have met, and who has shown 
His power in our lives. 

In Acts 5:29-30 we find that 
“Peter and the other apostles” 
faced the Sanhedrin boldly and 
said, “The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree.” Then naturally 
they proceeded to say that ‘Him 
hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, 
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and forgiveness of sins” 
31). 

Paul’s preaching abounded, like- 
wise, in references to the resur- 
rection of Christ. In fact, Paul 
based all of his theology on the 
fact that Christ was risen from 
the dead, after dying for man’s 
sins. 

Paul and Barnabas on, /their 
first great missiemary journey 
came to Antioch of Pisidia and 
there in the synagogue Paul 
preached a great sermon. Telling 
how Christ had been crucified, 
Paul then said: “And when they 
had fulfilled all that was written 
of him, they took him down from 
the tree, and laid him in a sep- 
ulchre. But God raised him from 
the dead” (Acts 13:29-30). 


Then, to prove the resurrection, 
Pau] quoted the second Psalm 
where it is said of Christ, “Thou 
are my Son; this day have I be- 
gotten thee”; and from the six- 
teenth Psalm, verse 10, “neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption.” Then in Acts 
13.37, in the same service he says, 
“But he, whom God raised again, 
saw no corruption.” Then, with 
this background, he preached to 
them the forgiveness of sins by 
faith in this resurrected Saviour. 

When Paul went to Athens, the 
center of culture of the world at 
that time, he preached to them 
the resurrection of Christ. Acts 
17:18 tells us, “Then certain phil- 
osophers of the Epicureans, and 
of the Stoicks, encountered him. 
And some said, What will this 
babbler say? other some, He 
seemeth to be a setter forth of 
strange gods: because he preached 
unto them Jesus, and the resur- 
rection.” It had already gotten 
out that Paul was a resurrection 
preacher! Then when Paul stood 
up to preach to them, calling them 
to worship the unknown God (un- 
known to their heathen minds, 
though they had an altar erected 
to him), Paul said, “And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commendeth all men 
everywhere to repent: Because he 
hath appointed a day, in the which 
he will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that men whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto al] men, in 
that he hath raised him from the 
dez.d” (Acts 17:30-31). Paul says 
that God commands all men every- 
where to repent because Christ 
has been raised from the dead and 
that authenticates Him as the One 
who will judge the world. There- 
fore men should repent and trust 
Christ. He is the resurrected 
Saviour and therefore will be te 
judge. 

And what was the reaction of 
the Athenians, wise in their own 
eyes? Verse 32 following says, 
“And when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked: and others said, We will 
hear thee again of this matter.” 

Paul’s theme, everywhere he 
went, was the re.-urrection. When 
he was, after his arrest, brought 
before Felix he was allowed to 
speak for himself. Among other 
things he said, “But this I confess 
unto thee, that after the way 
which they crll heresy, so wor- 
ship I the God of my fathers, be- 
Hieving all things which are writ- 
ten in the law and in the pro- 
phets: And have hope toward God, 
which they themselves also al- 
low, that there shall be a resur- 
rection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust” (Acts 24:14-15). 

Then again in the same talk 
before Felix he tells how he had 
made an issue of the resurrection 
before the Sanhedrin and says, “Or 
else let these same here say, if 
they have found any evil doing in 
me, while I stood before the coun- 
ceil, Except it be for this one voice, 
that I cried standing among them, 
Touching the resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question by 
you this day” (Acts 24:20-21). 


After two years Festus took 
the place of Felix as governor, 
and King Agrippa with his wife 
Bernice came to Caesarea to 
visit with Festus. Festus did not 
know all about Paul but as he 


reported the matter to King 


(verse 


Agrippa he showed that the card- 
ina] teaching of Paul he under- 
stood. ar 
P 

The Jews “had certain ‘ques- 
tions against higg, of their own 
superstition, of one Jesus, 
whieh ‘Was dead, whom Paul af- 
firmed to be alive” (Acts 25:19). 
Yes, dear old Paul, everywhere he 
went, affirmed that Jesus was 
alive! 


So it came about that Paul was 
called in to speak before Agrippa 
and came at once to the great 
point; that Jesus who was cruci- 
fied, dying for men’s sins, had risen 
from the dead and was able to 
Save all who trusted in Him! 


Dramatically before King Agrippa | 


Pau] said, “Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God should raise the 
dead?” (Acts 26:8). And then 
Paul proceeded to tell of his own 
conversion—how, on the road to 
Damascus to punish Christians, 
he was struck down at midday 
and heard a voice speaking, and 
behold, it was the voice of this 
same resurrected Jesus. And there 
Paul saw the Saviour. Remember 
that in I Corinthians 15:8, after 
telling of all of the eyewitnesses of 
the Saviour’s resurrection, Paul 
had said, “And last of all he was 
seen of me also, as of one born 
out. of due time.” Paul meant 
that one day all the remnant of 
Jews left alive will see the Sav- 
iour and that blind spiritual eyes 
will be opened and they will 
know Him and love Him and 
serve Him. But he, Paul, was born 
ahead of time, it seems, convert- 
ed before the remnant of Jews. 
But he himself saw Jesus. I think 
it was there on the road to Da- 
mascus. I think that is why Paul 
was struck blind. The glory of 
that face, that resurrected Jesus, 
struck Paul blind! I do not won- 
der that John, on the isle of Pat- 
mos, fel] at his feet as one dead, 
when he saw Him, as he tells us 
in Revelation 1:17. So Paul told 
King Agrippa of his personal ac- 
qaintance with the _ resurrected 
Saviour, 


In that noble defense before 
King Agrippa Paul gives again 
the substance of his whole gospel. 
In Acts 26:22 he says, “Having 
therefore obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day, witness- 
ing both to small and great, say- 
ing none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses 
did say should come: That Christ 
should suffer, and that he should 
be the first that should arise 
from the dead, and should show 
light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles.” Paul preached, prov- 
ing his points by many Old Test- 
ament Scriptures, that Christ was 
prophesied to suffer on the cross 
“and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead.’’ 

We can be sure from Paul’s 
statement in I Corinthians 15:3-4 
that the resurrection of Christ, 
according to the Scriptures, was 
part of the saving gospel he 
preached, and from the examples 
given in the book of Acts, that 
Paul everywhere preached the res- 
urrection of Christ when he 
preached the gospel. 


We can draw no other con- 
clusion than that the resurrection 
is as vital a part of the gospel, as 
preached by New Testament 
preachers, as the death of Christ 
itself. Oh, then let us testify to 
the fact that Christ is risen from 
the dead! 


6. The Resurrection of Christ 
Is Essential Basis of Other 
Great Bible Doctrines 

We have shown above that the 
resurrection of Christ was the 
single great proof of His deity 
and that belief in the resurrection 
is essentia] to saving faith, since 
the resurrection of Christ is part 
of the saving gospel itself, as 
taught in I Corinthians 15:3-4. 

But there are certain other 
great doctrines of the Christian 
faith which are based upon the 
resurrection of Christ. Without 
the bodliy resurrection of Christ, 
these essential facts could not be 
and these doctrines would be 
untenable. 

First, Christ’s resurrection from | 


ri 

the dead was essential_to our jus- 
tification. The believer in Christ 
is justified, by which we mean 
that legally he is counted inno+ 
cent and just. Christ was counted 
guilty for our sake. One who be- 
lieves in Christ is counted, just. 

In ‘Romans, chapter 4, we are 
clearly taught that “Abraham be- 
lievd God, and it was counted 
unto him “(for _ righteousness” 
(vs. 3). And again, “It was im- 
puted to him for righteousness” 
(vs. 22). Then Romans 4:24-25 
says: “But for us also, to whom 
it shal] be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; Who was de- 
livered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justifica- 
tion.” 

Again the theme comes in that 
salvation of a sinner would be 
impossible if Christ had not risen 
from the dead. And one who be- 
lieves in Christ must believe that 
He arose from the dead. God's 
raising Christ from the dead 
proved that He was willing to 
forgive sinners. Christ’s rising 
from the dead proved that He 
was the Son of God and able to 
save. And if Christ died to pay 
for our sins (our offences, verse 
25 calls them), He was raised 
from the dead for our justifica- 
tion. Christ, having died and 
risen again, is the perpetual wit- 
ness that sin has been paid for. He 
can always present the wounds in 
His hands and His feet and the 
scar in His side to prove that the 
demands of the law have been 
fully met, that sin has been paid 
for and that the believing sinner 
has a right to be classed as just 
before God, for Christ’s’ sake. 
The justification of a sinner de- 
pends upon the resurrection of 
Christ. : 


In Romans 5:10 this doctrine is 
reiterated. “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.” I 
think we might say that we 
were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son but we are con- 
tinually kept by His life. 

Second, a kindred doctrine to 
our justification by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ is the Bible truth 
that Christ’s high-priestly inter- 
cession for us dependéd upon His 
resurrection from the dead. If 
Christ were to represent in Heav- 
en before the Father those on 
earth who have trusted Him for 


salvation, He must be a living 
man, to represent living men. 
Christ died as a man and so 


Christ must rise aS a man and 
live in Heaven as a man, to be 
man’s mediator and priest. 


This is clearly taught in He- 
brews 7:23-25 which says: “And 
they truly were many priests, be- 
cause they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: But 
this man, because he continueth 
ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, see- 
ing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.” 


One trouble with the priests of 
the Old Testament times, priests 
of the first covenant, was that 
“they were not syffered to con- 
tinue by reason of death.” No 
human priest would be adequate 
to appear for men before God, 
if that priest should die and his 
priesthood end. But that is not 
the case with Jesus, as verse 24 
explains. “But this man, because 
he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthood.” 


Oh, thank God for the blessed 
teaching of verse 25 that Christ 
is able to save us to the utter- 
most that come to God by Him, 
“seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them”! 


One of the great essentials of a 
high priest in the heavenlies is 
that he must be one who “ever 
liveth.” And Christ is such a liv- 
ing priest, risen from the dead. 

It is a very shallow and in- 
adequate conception of God’s 
plan of salvation if we think that 
Christ died once and that hence- 
forth He has nothing to do for 
the believer. Oh, but this very 
day He is at the right hand of 
the Father, taking the part of 
every sinner who trusts in Him. 
That is the reason that the Lord 
can keep all those He saves. In 


{ John 2:1-2 is this blessed teach- 
ing. “My little children, these 
things write I unto you, that ye 
sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Fath- 
er, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
And he gs the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole 
world.” 


We who have trusted in Christ 
“have an advocate with the Fath- 
er, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
The living, resurrected Saviour is 
our mediator, our advocate, our 
lawyer, at the court of Heaven! 
And this high-priestly  interces- 
sion of Jesus depended upon His 
resurrection, as the Scripture ex- 
pressly states. 


A third great doctrine which is 
based upon the resurrection of 
Christ is the doctrine of a coming 
judgment. In John 5:22 Jesus 
tells us, “For the Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son.” The rea- 
son given is that God wants “That 
all men shoulc honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father” 
(vs. 23). Christ is to be the 
judge whom all men must face. 


Christians must give an account 
before Christ. Second Corinthians 
9:10 says, “For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” But primarily Christ must 
judge the unsaved world, must 
judge this world that hates Him, 
the world that crucified Him, the 
world that still rejects Him. That 
judgment the Father has commit- 
ted into the hands of the Son. But 
it required a resurrected Saviour 
to judge those who crucified Him. 
So in his sermon at Athens, Paul 
says by divine inspiration, “Be- 
cause he hath appointed a day, in 
which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom 
he hath ordained: whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the 
dead”’ (Acts 17:31). 

God has given all judgment to 
the Son. The proof that there will 
be a great final judgment is that 
Jesus Christ is risen from the 
dead! This living Christ, the 
Christ with a human body (the 
glorified and perfect One)—on the 
great white throne—before Him 
shall be gathered all the unregen- 
erate, and the record books shall 
be opened. Each one _ will be 
judged according to his works, by 
this risen Christ! The necessary 
basis for the coming judgment is 
the resurrection of Christ from 
the dead. 


Another doctrine, very precious 
to me, which depends upon the 
resurrection of Christ, is the re- 
turn of Christ and His reign on 
David's throne. God promised 
David in II Samuel 7:16, “And 
thine house and thy kingdom shal] 
be established for ever before thee: 
‘thy throne shall be stablished for 
ever.” Isaiah 11:1 tells how the 
kingly sprout shall come again 
from the stump of a tree (now 
cut down temporarily) of David's 
dynasty and how “a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots.” That 
Branch, of course, is Christ in His 
second coming ang _ reign. 
And the ange] Gabriel, announc- 
ing the impending birth of the 
Saviour, said to Mary, “He shall 
be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord 


God shal) give unto him the throne 
of his father David: And he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). 
Jesus if to have the throne of 
David and is to reign thereon per- 
sonally, bodily. But that requires 
a resurrected Saviour, 


That is what the Scripture 
plainly says. In Acts 2 Peter, 
preaching at Pentecost, quoted 
the sixteenth Psalm which prom- 
ised the resurrection of Jesus, and 
said of David, “Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, ac- 
cording to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne” (Acts 2:30). God raised 
up Jesus according to the flesh, 
to sit on David's throne. 


It is obvious that to believe in 
the literal coming and reign . of 
Christ onc must believe in His bod- 
ily resurrection. Dr. B. H. Car- 
roll, the famous founder of South- 
western Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary at Fort Worth, and the most 
prominent theologian Southern 
Baptists have ever produced, told 
Dr. W. B. Riley, shortly before Dr. 
Carroll’s death, that he had been 
greatly impressed with this fact; 
premillenialists do not turn out te 
be modernists. Post-millenialists 
often did, Dr. Carroll said. Yet 
Dr. Carroll himself had been wide- 
ly known as a postmillenialist, and 
his testimony is striking. I use 
it here, however, wholly to illus- 
trate the fact that those who be- 
lieve in the literal return of Christ 
and His literal reign, must believe 
in His resurrection. 


Last, but certainly not least, 
the blessed hope that Christians 
have of being called from the 
grave, of having bodies that never 
grow old, that are never sick, per- 
fect bodies, glorified bodies, de- 
pends wholly on the resurrection 
of Christ. The Bible repeatedly 
connects the resurrection of Christ 
with the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of others. In I Corinthians 
15:17-23 this solemn and beautiful 
teaching is given, 

“And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. Then they also which 
aré fallen asleep in Christ are per- 
ished. If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable. But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his own 
order: Christ the first fruits; aft- 
erward they that are Christ's at 
his coming.’’—1 Cor. 15:17-23. 

Verse 17 says that if Christ is 
not raised our faith is vain and 
all of us who trusted in Him are 
stil] in our sins! 

Verse 18 tells us that if Christ 
be not raised then all the Chris- 
tians who have fallen asleep are 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Can You Read Signs?_ 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ye cannot discern the signs of the 
times?’ And when His disciples 
asked Him plainly, ‘Tell us, when 
shall these things be? and what 
Shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world”” 
(Matt. 24:3). He did not say, 
“Hush, hush, don’t bother about 
all that; there is some disagree- 
ment on the subject.” Instead, 
He gave them a whole chapter of 
signs. 

It is true that we know neither 
the day nor the hour. Most of us 
seem to know either nothing on 
the subject or too much. But the 
Scriptures do give us unmistak- 
able guideposts by which we may 
know when the end draweth nigh. 
And if they mean anything, it 
is later than we think. 

I have heard of a farmer whose 
alarm clock went off in the mid- 
dle of the night and struck six- 
teen. He leaped up and aroused 
the household, shouting, “Get up! 
It’s later than it ever has been 
before!” 

And so it is today. Certainly it 
is high time to awake out of 
sleep for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. 
Mind you, the Word does not 
say, “The night is at hand.”’ The 
Emmaus disciples asked the Lord 
to abide with them, saying, “It 
is toward evening, and the day is 
far spent” (Luke 24:29). But 
when He abides with us, we can 
say, “The night is far spent, the 
davs is at hand.” “The morning 
cometh” for the believer, “and 
also the night” for the unbeliever. 
We are not pessimists, looking 
for the dark. We have cast our 
anchors and are wishing for the 
day. Our soul waits for the Lord 
more than they that watch. for 
the morning. 

WHAT ARE THE OUTSTAND- 
ING SIGNS OF THE TIMES? 
Let me suggest three and for 
convenience let us call them the 
three A’s. 

First, There Is Anarchy 

In the twenty-fourth chapter 
of Matthew our Lord. was speak- 
ing of two things; the destruction 
of Jerusalem and His own return 
at the end of the age. There has 
been much argument as to where 
He leaves off speaking of one and 
begins the other. Some feel that 
throughout the chapter He is 
speaking of both and that what 
applies on a small scale to the 
fall of Jerusalem applied on a 
wide scale to His return. He tells 
us that there will be wars and 
rumors of wars, nation rising 
against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom, famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes. We are witnessing 
today world-wide upheaval in na- 
ture and among the nations and 
everywhere anarchy is rampant 
for “the mystery of lawlessness 
doth already work” (If Thess. 
2:7), and the spirit of Antichrist 
ig already in the world (1 John 
4:3). It is time for God to work 
for we have made void His law. 
We behold anarchy among the 
nations, in our Own nation, in 
society, in business, in education, 
in the church, in our homes and 
in our hearts. We are a gener- 
ation of rebels against authority. 
We have desregarded the moral 
law of God; we have broken all 
the Ten Commandments in spirit 
if not in letter. Christians rebel 
against the law of Christ, the 
law of love, because we love not 
God or each other. We obey not 
the law of the Spirit im _ the 
church but by carnal means, hu- 
man wit and ingenuity, we try 
te carry on by might and power. 

Because we are rebels against 
God in our hearts, it shows up in 
our homes, in the breakdown of 
marriage and juvenile delinquen- 
cy. And why doesn’t somebody say 
something about parental delin- 
quency, about these gin-drinking, 

eigarette-smoking grandmothers 
with one foot on the grave? What 
else but juvenile delinquency can 
we expect of a generation brought 
up to blame its sins on society, 
fed on movies from the gutter, 
music that apes would be ashamed 
of, a code of morals that would 
disgrace Sodom and Gomorrah? 
Why blame the young generation 
alone for a world which we forty- 


, 


— 
generation that has made as big 
a wreck of things as we middle- 
agers have done had better keep 
its dunce-caps for itself. 

There is no fear of God before 
the eyes of this generation, We 
have heard much about the fath- 
erhood of God and have forgotten 
that, while He is the Father of 
them who believe on His Son, He 
is also a consuming fire. When 
we make. void the law of God, 
we become a law to ourselves and 
that igs anarchy. We are not cap- 
able of governing ourselves and 
it soon becomes evident in hearts, 
homes, governments — anywhere 
you look. It blares forth from 
juke boxes and radios It flaunts it- 
self in front of theatres. It shouts 
from news stands and magazine 
racks. It shows up in daily habits, 
like the modern silly feminine 
garb one beholds which makes it 
no longer necessary to go to a 
circus to see clowns. It appears 
in bizarre art and swing music. 
It manifests itself in crime waves, 
black markets, disregard for law 
and order. It may be heard from 
many a pulpit where time-serv- 
ing preachers speak not as hav- 
ing authority but as the scribes. 
We behold it internationally in 
peace conferences that get no- 
where because trucebreakers can- 
not arrange a truce and there is 
no honor among thieves. 

I have just read Ray Stannard 
Baker’s Autobiography. As one 
goes over his account of Woodrow 
Wilson and the Paris Conference 
of his day, what a sense of fu- 
tility and frustration covers every 
page! Today the picture is even 
darker and men find themselves 
as in a horrible dream where one 
tries to escape and finds himself 
paralyzed. 

It is a day of anarchy and a 
lawless generation that has heard 
much about the love of God needs 
some old-fashioned preaching on 
the law of God. Men cannot gov- 
ern themselves. Democracy has 
its advantages but it is no better 
than the people who compose the 
democracy. “You cannot have a 
healthy forest of rotten trees.” 

What is the future of this an- 
archy? As it grows worse the 
hindering. presence of the Holy 
Spirit in God’s people, the salt 
of the earth, will be removed and 
the world will utterly spoil] at 
once. It ig not the police courts 
that hold back the floodtide of 
corruption, although they have 
their place, but God’s Spirit in 
God's people, and when He with- 
draws one might as well try to 
dam up Niagara with toothpicks 
as to hold back the engulfing 
flood, 

“Then shall that Wicked be re- 
vealed” (II Thess... 2:8-12). AS 
anarchy grows worse, men turn 
to dictators. These rise and fall 
but they pave the way for the 
final dictator, the Antichrist, the 
Beast, the Man of Sin. It igs not 
necessary to name him or set the 
date of his appearing but the 
Scriptures do teach the embodi- 
ment of evil in a character who 
shall appear to sum up all the dic- 
tators in himself. We read that 
God shall send them strong de- 
lusion that they should believe 
a lie. Certainly men are being 
primed for that, for men never 
believed lies more readily than 
now just when they think they 
are smartest. They will not ac- 
cept the simple Word of God but 
they will follow any false Christ 
or counterfeit Messiah who comes 
along selling social cure-alls, ethi- 
cal liniments and religious snake- 
oil. Any quack can put on a ventril- 
Oquist and dummy show and get 
a crowd but the time has come 
when men will not endure sound 
doctrine but after their own lusts 
wil] heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears. 

That Leads Us to the Second 
Sign of the Times, 
APOSTASY 

There is not only ANARCHY 
in the world at large but APOS- 
TASY in the professing church, a 
falling away from the faith. The 
day of the Lord shall not come, 
except there come a falling away 
first (II Thess. 2:3). Paul de- 
scribes conditions in the last days 
and numbers among them those 
“having a form of godliness, but 


denying the power thereof” (II 
Tim. 3:5). He tells us that the 
time will come when men shall 
turn away their earg from the 
truth and shall be turfed unto 
fables (IL"Tim. 4:4). 

No clearer statement of the 
apostasy do we find than. our 
Lord’s own question: ‘“‘When the 
Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). 
What is in mind here is not per- 
sonal faith so much as belief in 
the whole body of revaled truth; 
not “faith,” but “the faith.” No 
amount of clever exegesis can 
obscure the fact that our Lord 
plainly indicates, to uSe the words 
of Bishop Ryle, that “there will 
be comparatively few believers 
upon the earth when He comes 
again. True faith will be found 
as rare as it was in the days of 
Noah when only eight persons 
entered the ark, and in the days 
of Lot when only four persons 
left Sodom.” Spurgeon asserted 
that “faith will be such a rarity 
on the earth that it is a question 
if the Lord Himself will find it.” 
William E. Gladstone. as he 
meditated on the course of the 
world, found himself driven back 
more and more upon this ques- 
tion of our Lord. 

Any honest man knows that 
the founders of our great relig- 
ious movements would not rec- 
ognize their successors if they 
met them today. Churches where 
once were heard the notes of 
God’s grace have become sound- 
ing boards for humanism, liberal- 
ism, psychological fads and book 
reviews. Colleges and universities 
founded on the Word of God, 
whose original purpose was to 
further the faith of our fathers, 
have become infidel factories and 
breeding grounds of atheism. 
Apostasy is a subtle thing. The 
devil of apostasy does not go 
about as a roaring lion but as an 
angel of light. He would deceive 
the very elect. If a faithful shep- 
herd cries out against the wolves 
of false doctrine when they first 
appear, he is called a heresy 
hunter, a disturber of the peace. 
If he waits, however, he ' need 
not cry later for the sheep are 
soon devoured. If sound Chris- 
tians in our churches had taken 
a stand when this bubonic plague 
started, they might have done 
some good. But we were all so 
afraid of disturbing harmony that 
we put peace above purity and 
now we have neither purity nor 
peace. 


Apostasy always majors on tol- 
erance and yet\nothing is more 
intolerant than these deniers of 
the faith. If once they get into 
the saddle, woe to any Bible be- 
liever who tries to get along with 
them! However, we are not sup- 
posed to get along with them. 
From such we are to turn away, 
we are to reject heretics and not 
receive false teachers into the 
house. We are not to hate mod- 
ernists but we ought to hate 
modernism even as Jesus Him- 
self hated the doctrines and deeds 
of the Nicolaitanes. 


Strangely enough, some who 
claim to be conservatives try to 
make it appear that liberalists 
do not really teach another doc- 
trine but only teach the same 
doctrine in a mew way. But even 
honest liberalists deny this as 
one prominent modernist preach- 
er, for instance, who says: “We 
frankly admit that our gospel is 
not the old gospel or even the 
modified version of the old gos- 
pel which is now proclaimed in 
conservative pulpits. Ours, we 
confess, is a new gospel.” 

What is the future of this fall- 
ing away from the faith? Re- 
cently a Methodist bishop and 
later an Episcopal bishop pre- 
dicted a world church. Of course, 
we shall have a world church .in 
which apostasy will reach its cli- 
max. The fashionable, unbeliev- 
ing, world church will be popular. 
It will be quite the thing to be 
a member. It will talk much about 
social problems, race _ relations, 
world peace, because not having 
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For a number of years I have 
had real fellowship with ortho- 
dox, evangelical Christians, re- 
gardless of their denomination- 
al affiliations, in all sections of 
America. I have found that 
these Christians sincerely de- 
sire to invest in God’s work the 
money which He has entrusted 
to them so as to do the most 
good possible to the most peo. 
ple possible. 


You Christian people can in- 
vest some money in the Bob 
Jones University plant now un- 
der construction at Greenville, 
South Carolina, and your 
money will pay dividends not 
only for time, but for all eter- 
nity. I am not saying this be- 
cause I am the founder of Bob 
Jones College. If I had the 
facts as I have them, I would 
say the same thing if someone 
else were the founder of this 
orthodox, evangelical, Christian 
institution. 


Please understand, I am not 
asking you friends for any 
money for myself, nor am I re- 
questing you to invest any 
money in any cause in which 
I, personally, have any selfish 
material interest. Bob Jones 
College does not belong to me. 
If the Lord should tarry and I 
should die, the institution will 
not go to my son, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., nor would it go to 
his children if he should pass 
on before the Lord comes. Bob 
Jones College is a corporation 
not for profit. We are in this 
business for the good we can 
do. We have no selfish axe to 
grind. 


If you Christians will help us 
financially, we will build a 
great Christian university at 
Greenville, South Carolina, that 
will be a base not only of ortho- 
dox Christian culture, but also 
a base of world-wide evangeli- 
cal testimony and missionary 
emphasis. We are training 
practical, orthodox, cultured, 
evangelical, Christian leaders 
for this wicked chaotic age. 


Now, here is my proposition. 
I want each one of you to take 
just a few minutes to ask God 
if He would have you invest 
some money in the building of 
this university plant. This is 


Statement From Dr. Bob Jones 


Founder of Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tenn. 


God's business. I am just His 
servant, Unless the Lord leads 
you to invest some money in 
the erection of the buildings of 
this Christian university, we do 
not want you to do it. 


We do not want money that 
God does not send through His 
own orthodox people. We do 
not ask or expect any help from 
modernistic religionists. We do 
not want their money. We 
would not give the modernists 
any of our money to build a 
modernistic educational institu- 
tion for teachers to steal the 
faith of young people. We 
stand for “the old-time reli- 
gion” and for the Bible as the 
infallible Word of God. 


We are willing to match our 
educational standards in the 
fields in which we work against 
the educational standards of 
any other institution in Ameri- 
ca. But we believe that young 
people must be born again. We 
believe they must repent or per- 
ish. The modernists do not be- 
lieve that. Let them keep their 
money. We do not want it, 
You old-time, evangelical, or- 
thodox, Christian people who 
believe in the Bible and the old 
standards of decency have 
enough money to help us build 
this university plant as a great 
testimony not only for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but also a testi- 
mony for old-time orthodoxy. ' 
If you will help us as the Lord 
leads you to do, we will build 
the plant and we will prepare 
to take care of hundreds of 
young people for whom we have 
no accommodations now. We 
must raise thousands of dollars 
in the next few months. We 
are counting on you and I am 
sure you will not fail us. 


This has been written with a 
prayer in our heart that God 
will move upon the evangelical, 
orthodox, Christian people who 
read this appeal to respond as 
the Lord would have them do. 
We wish to thank all of you 
who have already sent in con- 
tributions and we want to 
thank in advance you other 
friends for what we believe the 
Lord is going to lead you to do. 
May God bless you every one. 
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any gospel to preach it must talk 
about something. It wil] finally 
pass under the sway of the Anti- 
christ, the Beast of Revelation 
13, in his ecclesiastical aspect. 
For we must not forget that, 
among many other things, he 
claims to be God (II Thess. 2:4). 

This spirit of Antichrist is al- 
ready here. ANARCHY in the 
world and APOSTASY in the 
church are preparing the way for 
Antichrist himself in both his 
aspects; governmental as_ the 
world dictator, the consummation 
of ANARCHY and religious as a 
world deity, the consummation 
of APOSTASY. 


There is one other sign. We 
have not only ANARCHY in the 
world and APOSTASY in the 
professing church but 

APATHY in the True 
Church 

Our Lord said, “And because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold” (Matt. 
24:12). He told us to watch for 
His return “lest coming suddenly 
he find you sleeping” (Mk. 13:36). 
We are not to sleep as do others 
(I Thess. 5:6). It is high time to 
awake out of sleep (Rom. 13:11). 

I heard an English brother say, 
concerning present-day conditions 
in his country, “England is not 
hostile to the church: England is 
just by-passing the church.” In 
other words, not antipathy but 
apathy, not feeling against but 
rather the lack of feeling. The 
church has never’ suffered’ so 
much from antipathy without as 
from apathy within— indifference, 
carlessness, sleepiness. The Devil 
hag cocained and chloroformed 
the spirit of the age until even 


God's people have sunk into a 
lethargy, almost a coma. They 
have lost the capacity for being 
aroused. They have heard every- 
thing, read everything. Salvation 
for many of them is not a hel- 
met but a nightcap. They have 
reached stagnation, “the worst 
nation this side of damnation.” 
The fact that we are in the 
last days was never meant to be 
a lullaby to put us to sleep but 
a reveille to wake us up. Paul 
did not say, “It is high time to 
go to sleep.” We need to exhort 
one another as we see the day 
approaching. The church does not 
need bed-time story tellers but 
awakeners. It is to be hoped that 
apathy will turn to awakening ina 
genuine revival. The bride should 
make herself ready for ready she 
certainly igs not. We need _ to 
awake and put on our beautiful 
garments. One of America’s re- 
vivals was called THE GREAT 
AWAKENING. We need another. 
I do not mean fanaticism. The al- 
ternative to apathy is not 
epilepsy! We need to stir up our 
minds, be sober, watch and pray. 
We have already considered 
our Lord’s word about. the 
APOSTASY: “When the Son of 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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~ Can You Read Signs? 


(Continued from Page 6) 


man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?” If we study the 
context we shall find that He 
deals with APATHY as well. In the 
preceding chapter (Lk. 17:22-37) 
He foretellg His return. It will be 
in the last days as in the days of 
Noah and Lot. Where the body is, 
there will the vultures gather. 
There come times when conditions 
become so rotten that they are 
so God judg- 
ment. The corrtiptions of Noah’s 


incurable, sends 


day and of Sodom and Gomorrah 


were examples. So also was the 


putrid state of the Canaanitish 
nations, and later of Israel itself 
when captivity came. Again the 
carcass attracted the vultures at 
the fal] of Jerusalem which Jesus 
prophesied. The fall of Rome, the 
French Revolution, the war that 
has just ended—all are illustra- 
tions of this principle. Nations, 
like individuals, become ripe for 
judgment. 

All of these prefigure a final 
carcass when the salt of the 
earth ‘shall be removed and so- 
ciety shall be ready only for the 
vultures of final judgment. We 
are drawing near to that hour. 
As in the days of Noah and Lot, 
men eat and drink and marry, 
buy and sell and plan and build, 
laugh at the prophets and await 
destruction. 

In such an hour, what are 
Christians to do? The parable of 
the unjust judge and importunate 
widow follows immediately this 
prophecy of our Lord. We must 
pray and not faint, for faint we 
will if we look around and not 
up. We see “right forever on the 
scaffold, wrong forever on the 
throne.” We cry, “How long, O 
Lord, how long?” Sometimes it 
looks as though God has forgot- 
ten. Satan seems to have his way 
and the widowed church, separat- 
ed from her husband, must pray 
incessantly. The heavens may 
seem deaf but our Lord concludes 
His parable thus: “And shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which 
cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them? 
I..tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily” (Luke 18:7-8). 
Deliverance is coming! Let us 
pray and not faint! 

Then He adds the solemn word, 
“When the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth?” 
Many believers will be tempted 
to despair. The love of many 
shall wax cold. It is not easy to 
be faithful these days. Campbell 
Morgan said, “If as Christians 
we are having an easy time and 
enjoying life, we are poor Chris- 
tians. The Christian life has al- 
ways been lived in the presence 
of gigantic forces opposed to it 
and to Christ and to God.” We 
wrestle against powerful] advers- 
aries, the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, spiritual wicked- 
ness in the heavenlies. Faith will 
be scarce, faith in Christ, faith 
in the revealed body of truth, 
faith in His return. Many will 
decide that God does not care, 
that there is no use praying, that 
deliverance will never come. We 
shall be beset with doubts and 
fears, strange maladies of body 
and mind, demon activities, an 
unexplainable tiredness, languor 
a stupid disinclination to read the 
Word and pray. The Saviour’s 
remedy is always to pray and 
not to faint, to pray when we 
don’t feel like it until we do feel 
like it. 

ANARCHY, APOSTASY, 
APATHY, these are the _ signs. 
The future holds for us ANTI- 
CHRIST, of whom we have al- 
ready spoken. It also holds ARM- 
AGEDDON, the final _ conflict 
which Scripture indicates will be 
fought in Palestine (Rev. 19). 
General 
render of Japan, said, “We have 
had our last chance... If we 
do not devise some greater and 
more equitable system, Arma- 


geddon will be at our door.” Life 
magazine, speaking of Armaged- 
don, said, “It could be,’’ which is 
more than some preachers will 
admit. It is significant that for- 
mer ambassador Kennedy said, 


7 Sear 
ne, 


MacArthur, at the sur-|}- 


“We must make a stand some- 
where in the Middle East,” and 
President Truman called attention 
to the importance of the Middle 
East in much the same way. 
These men may not,know much 
about prophecy’ but they sense 
the drift of things toward a final 
showdown in that part of the 
world. The plain of Esdraelon has 
perhaps witnessed more battles 
and soaked up more blood than 
any other spot on earth, and 
critics who laugh at the idea of 
earth’s there had 
their mirth. We 
have already seen things happen 


last conflict 


better postpone 


have 
fantastic 


which would 
tesque and 
years ago. 

For the believer, the future 
holds our Lord’s APPEARING, 
the second time apart from sin 
unto salvation, when He shall 
destroy the ANTICHRIST with 
the brightness of His coming. 
That Jesus shall come for His 
own and return to reign is upon 
almost every page of the New 
Testament in some form or other. 
It was the hope of the early 
church until Christians feathered 
their nests and settled down in 
this world and made themselves 
at home in this evil age and 
started trying to build heaven 
on earth instead of looking for 
the Lord from Heaven. Sad in- 
deed is the plight of him who can 
read the sky but not the signs of 
His return. 

I remember that when I first 
studied arithmetic I found out 
early that the answers to all the 
questions were in the back of the 
book. I am the world’s worst 
mathematician but, however much 
I might flounder, I knew where 
the right answer was! Today we 
are engulfed in many problems 
and sometimes we make pitiful 
failures trying to solve some of 
them. But, however much we fail, 
there is a Book with the answers 
in the back, the answer to all 
woes, both ours individually and 
all the worlds. That answer is, 
“Surely I come quickly.” “Even 
so, come Lord Jesus.’”” Thank God 
for the Answer in the back of the 


seemed gro- 
just a few 


Book! 


“October 19, 1946. 
“T want to tell you how much I 
enjoy this good little paper. I 
love to read it and I always read 
it clear through. These wonderful 
sermons are a blessing to my 
heart. When I am finished with 
them, I never can let myself de- 
stroy them so I give or mail them 
on to friends I think might be 
helped by them. 
(Signed) “MRS. J. N. HAWKINS, 
“Ferris, Illinois” 
* + * 
“October 12, 1946. 
“The Sword of the Lord” is not 
not only a blessing to our home, 
but Mr. Savidge takes it to the 
shop and the men are reading it. 
And many of them have been 
helped and given light through it. 
We thank you so much for it. 
(Signed) 
“MRS. RAY W. SAVIDGE, 
“Sunbury, Pennsylvania.” 
oe a 
“T do thank God for The Sword 
of the Lord. It is a Godsend to 
the Bible loving Christian as well 
as to the poor lost sinner. I never 
want to be without it while I live. 
And how I thank God for the soul 
food that I get out of the little 
paper. 
“E. A. BAKER 
“Sumter, So. Car.” 
7. * + 
I really love the little Christian 
paper. Those fine sermons liter- 
ally lift me up nearer to Him, It 
is worth ten times its weight in 
gold, 
MR. F A 
Pontiac, Michigan 
a” * 


I have become a _ surrendered 
Christian reading your paper. 

MRS. E 

Island Creek, Mass. 


HOW | FILL 
‘MY CHURCH 


Dr. Mark Matthews, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
Seattle, with whom were associ- 
ated six ministerial assistants, 
twenty-eight Sunday Schools, and 
who held the office of Moderator 
of the General Assembly, once 
gave the following answer to the 
question: . 
church ?” 


“How do you fill your 


First—This church has _ been 
filled for nearly eleven years. Most 
of the time it is crowded, and 
scores and hundreds have been 
turned away. The evening audi- 
ences number anywhere from 2,- 
900 to 3,500. We can only seat 
about 3,000. The rest have to 
stand or be crowded out. The 
audience has in it from 55 to 70 per 
cent of men. The church is doing 
an immense amount of work. Fre- 
quently there are from six to eight 
services running at the same hour 
in the different rooms of the 
church, 


Second-—-The results accom- 
plished are entirely due to the 
operations of the Holy Spirit. We 
pray much, expect much and get 
much. 


Third—-The pure, simple gospel! 
is preached. Sinai and Calvary are 
held up to the people. The vicari- 
ous atonement is emphasised; the 
sacrifice of Christ is presented 
daily; His deity and His mediator- 
ial work are kept before the peo- 
ple. The whole gospel, and noth- 
ing but the gospel, is preached. 

Fourth—We make the _ gospe! 
appPy to every condition, circum- 
stance, and point of a man’s life. 
We deal with his social, domestic, 
commercial, political, civic life, 
with the gospel and only the gos- 
pel. 


Fifth-—-Every service is an evan- 
gelistic service. We never preach 


the gospel or finish a sermon 
without making an appeal for 
immediate decisions and confes- 


sions of Christ. At every service 
we urge men to accept Christ and 
join the church. In other words, 
we try to demonstrate a passion 
for souls with profound love for 
God, implicit confidence, faith and 
trust in Christ and in leadership 
oi the Holy Spirit. 

Sixth—-We do not have a ser- 
monette after a long musical pro- 
gramme of questionable ecclesias- 
tical music. Every member of the 
choir must be a Christian and 
spiritual music must be used, bu’ 
that programme is kept in its 
minor place. The sermons are not 
dictated by the clock, nor are they 
closed at the suggestion of som< 
man who would like to hurry 
through the service. Time enough 
is taken to present the case of 
sin, produce conviction in_ the 
hearer’s mind and ask for the 
work of the Holy Spirit to pro- 
duce conversions.. In other words, 
we all work, and we all work at 
the business of saving souls, 
preaching the gospel and believ- 
ing absolutely the promises of 
Jesus Christ. 
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The Resurrection of 


Jesus 


(Continued from Page 5) 


perished, are gone forever, and we 
Small 
wonder that the next verse says 


will never see them again. 


that if in this life only we have 
hope in Christ “we are of all men 
most miserable’! But then comes 
the triumphant statement in verse 
20, that Christ is now risen from 


the dead “and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept.” Verse 
23 says again that Christ is the 
firstfruits, and then afterward 
they that are Christ’s at His com- 


ing When Jesus comes He will 
raise the Christian dead and 
change the Christians that are 


living. And all this is guaranteed 
by His own resurrection from the 
dead. 

This precious doctrine is taught 


again in’ Philippians 3:20, 21 
which says “For our conversation 
is in heaven: from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall change 


our vile body, that it may be fash- 
ioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” 

Here we are told that true 
Christians look happily for the 
eoming of the Saviour, knowing 
that He “shall change our. vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body.” If 
Christ, with a resurrected body, 
came out of Joseph’s tomb and 
lives again, then thank God we 
will be changec and glorified and 
receive bodies like unto His glor- 
ious body, when He comes! 

Again in Romans 8:11 the Holy 
Spirit tells us that He who raised 
up Jesus from the dead will also 
raise up us, in whom the same 
Spirit dwelis. “But if the Spirit 
of him that raised up Jesus from 


the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal 


bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
m you.” Our resurrection depends 
on the resurrection of Christ. If 
He is risen then we, too, who 
trust in Him and in whom the 
Spirit makes His home, shal] be 
raised from the dead, if we sleep, 
and shall be instantly changed and 
glorified if we are yet alive, when 
Jesus comes. 

Any teaching that the body of 
Jesus decayed and mouldered in 
the dust in a Palestine grave is 
not Christianity. Any body of 
doctrine that omits the personal, 
literal resurrection of Christ is 
not Christian. It is a false relig- 
ion; a pagan, ungodly religion. 
For this reason we must say that 
the modernist who denies the res- 
urrection of Christ is not a Chris- 
tion. He has denied the deity of 
Christ, for Jesus said that deity 
would be proven by the one sign 
ef His resurrection. He has denied 
the integrity of the Bible which 
everywhere. in the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, declares 
the resurrection of Christ. He has 
turned his back on historic Chris- 
tianity, the kind of Chistianity 
preached by the aposties and held 
by saints and martyrs down 
through the centuries. Anybody 
who denies the pPasic facts of the 
Fesurrection of Christ has denied 
Christianity itself, has denied 
Christ, has denied the Bible, has 
denied the God of the Bible! 

Oh, may this doctrine become 
blessed and reai to our hearts! 
Too many have said the Apostles’ 
Creed, quoting “....and that He 
Fose again from the dead on the 
third day,” and yet their hearts 
have not entered into the joyful 
anticipation and thc glorious bless- 
ing that is ours because Christ 
pose from ‘the dead! I suggest, 
dear reader, that with humble 
hearts we rejoice and praise God 
for our living, resurrected Sav- 
jour. 

His resurrection is part of the 
Blessed gospel by which we are 
gaved. 

It is a necessary basis for our 
justification, for Christ’s high 
priestly intercession, for the judg- 
ment of sinners, for Christ’s reign 
on earth, and for our own resur- 
rection, 

7. Baptism Was Given as a 
Perpetual Reminder That 


Christ 


Christ Was Raised From 
the Dead! 


Those who turn away from Bible 
Christianity do so deliberately, wil- 
fully. Our Saviour did not leave 
the great central doctrines of our 
faith in doubt, nor did He leave 
them so they could be forgotten by 
any honest heart. He gave the Last 
Supper to commemorate His death 
and said “For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do shew the Lord’s death till he 
came” (as revealed to Paul, I Cor. 


11:26). This oft-repeated  cere- 
mony reminds every believing 
child of God that the death of 
Christ for our sins is the basis 
for our salvation. 

But remarkably enough, the 
Lord added another ordinance, 
commanded to be observed by 
every convert, which shows His 
bodily resurrection That ordin- 
ance is baptism. Romans 6:4-)| 
says, “Therefore we are buried) 
with him by baptism into death: 


that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resur- 
rection.” Every person who has 
been baptised, then, should have 
remembered chat Christ’s death 
and His resurrection alike are part 
of the saving gospel. The ofdin- 
ance of baptism, as given in the 
Scriptures, should be carried out 
faithfully, not as a means of sal- 
vation, but as a testimony to the 
death and resurrection of Christ, 
which is the basis of all of our 
hope in Him. 

Colossians 2:12, 13 gives us the 
same teaching. “Buried with him 
in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. And 
you, being dead in your sins and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes,” 

Note that baptism reminds a 
Christian that Christ rose from 
the dead. And here we find that 
baptism typifies not only that the 
Christian shall be raised from the 
grave, as Christ was, but that 
even now the Christians are en- 
tered into the _ resurrection life. 
The Christian is to count himself 
already alive from the dead. He 
is to count that, in Christ, he is a 
new creature so as to strive to 
live as if he had attained to the 
resurrection. Of course, all of us 
still have our frailties, and all of 
us are still in this frail, carnal 
body which is doomed to die, but 
thanks be to God, we can look 
forward happily with victory in 
our hearts to the time when our 
bodies will be raised up, as was 
the body of Jesus. And the tri- 
umph and happiness in a Chris- 
tian’s life can only come because 
Christ rose from the dead. 


If one comes to you preaching 
any other doctrine than this doc- 
trine of Christ, II John 8, 9 com- 
mands us that such a one should 
not be received int your house, 
and you should not bid him god- 


speed. He is ar enemy of the 
cross of Christ. The atoning 
death of Christ for our sins and 


His resurrection from the grave 
for our justification are the two 
twin doctrines of the gospel, the 
basis of saving faith, the basis of 
most of the great doctrines of the 
Bible. Hold this teaching dear 
then and rejoice in the Lord that 
Christ is risen from the dead. 
Let’s have an Easter in our hearts 
every day of the year, knowing 
that our Saviour triumphed over 
death, hell and the grave and is 
even now at the right hand of the 
Father making intercession for us. 
And one day we will see Him, 
Jesus our Saviour, the God-man 
who died and rose from the grave. 
We will be able to put our fingers 
in the nail prints of his hands and 
fee] the woun in his side, han- 
dling Him as did the apostles when 
He were alive, and rejoice in the 
physical evidence, as they did, 
that He arose from he grave. Our 
resurrected Saviour! Blessed tri- 
umphant hope of the Christian! 
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17 Important Themes 
by Dr. John R. Rice 


Beautiful 5'/,”x8” 
Booklets of 22 to 40 pages each 
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PETTING AND THE SCARLET SIN. Bible teaching on a greatly neg- 
lected theme. Plain, but chaste. Needed to offset the false teaching 
given in many high schools and most colleges and universities. No 
Christian young person, no parent, no pastor or Sunday School teacher 
can afford to be without this booklet. Nothing else like it. 


RELIGIOUS BUT LOST. Proof from the Bible that millions who ex- 
pect to go to Heaven will never get there. It proves that most church 
members, lodge members, religious, moral people, and many preachers 
are really lost and will go to Hell. A booklet that should have a trem- 
endous circulation in these days. It convicts of sin and points the way 
to salvation in Christ. 


HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. A sane and Scriptural booklet 
on a very controversial subject. It recognizes God's power to heal 
and the fact that it is usually His will to heal, but also presents proof 
that it is sometimes God’s will for Christians to use doctors and med- 
icine. A clear discussion of healing in the atonement, Personal testi- 
monials. Is taken from large book on Prayer. 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE, Proof from the Bible that 
the original manuscripts are the product of direct, divine revelation. 
Scholarly, inexpensive, simple and effective. Every Christian should 
have one handy to help those who doubt. Also includes a message on 
the Scientific Accuracy of the Bible. Proves the Bible to be in- 
fallibly correct. 


REBELLIOUS WIVES AND SLACKER HUSBANDS, A message for 
the hour! It tells what is wrong with the modern home. A needed 
message on a vital subject. Shows God's way for blessing and hap- 
piness in the home. Thousands have read it with great blessing. Many 
have reported victory because of it. 


SUNDAY OR SABBATH: Heresies of Seventh Day Adventists exposed, 
Bible proof that Saturday Sabbath given to Jews only, at Mount Sinai, 
as a special sign for them. The N. T. warns Christians not to observe 
it. A clean cut exposition that will settle your doubts and help you 
answer your friends. Needed by every Christian today. Get it now! 


HELL—WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT IT. Plain, practical Bible 
teaching on therealfty of Hell. A large booklet of 40 pages, 6 chap- 
ters. Stirs revival fires and wins souls. One of the best booklets in 
the series for use in dealing with sinners. Order a supply and have 
them on hand. Send them to your unsaved friends. 


ALL HAVE SINNED. Here is a fact that many will not believe, but 
God says it is true, Dr. Rice treats the subject powerfully and con- 
vincingly, proving that there is no difference between the moral man 
and drunkard, the virtuous wife and harlot, the good citizen and the 
criminal, the believer and the infidel in this matter. Convicts, convertg 
and blesses. 


CAN A SAVED PERSON EVER BE LOST? One of the strongest 
booklets ever written on this subject. Discusses many Scriptures 
sometimes presented to teach that a saved person can be lost. Gives 
positive Scriptural teaching to prove that a child of God has eternal 
life and shall not come into condemnation. -Multitudes have received 
assurance through it. 


TRAILED BY A WILD BEAST, or Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You 
Out. A sermon that sinners can’t forget. Penetrating and convicting, 
Very attractive and appealing. A message that gets results. Also in 
this same pamphlet a tender message on “Come Unto Me.” 


THE LAST JUDGMENT OF THE UNSAVED DEAD. A clear, evan- 
gelistic exposition of Revelation, chapter 20. One of the strongest 
messages ever preached by Dr. Rice. Used all over America, It tells 
what will happen when all the unsaved will have to stand before God 
and be judged for their sins. Much Bible teachings, and plain, tender 
exhortation. For saint and sinner. 


CHRIST’S LITERAL REIGN ON EARTH FROM DAVID’S THRONE 
AT JERUSALEM. A Bible filled message answering many problems 
concerning this all-important subject. Every student of Bible prophesy 
should have a copy. Clear and concise, but extremely helpful. 


NEGLECT—THE SHORTEST WAY TO HELL. A powerful message 
for the unsaved. Attrative cover design, impressive illustrations. It 
will arouse and convert sinners; it will burden Christians and create a 
passion for souls. Another booklet that should be widely distributed 
among the unsaved. Get a large supply today! 


THE UNEQUAL YOKE. One of the latest booklets in the series and 
one of the best, Its message needed today as never before. It presents 
clearly the Bible teaching on Christians being unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers in lodges, in churches and in marriage. Every Chris- 
tian needs this message! 


THE BACKSLIDER. One of the most attractive booklets. Here are 
chapter headings: (1) What Is a Backslider? (2) Why People Back- 
slide, the Old Adamic Nature (3) The Sorrows of Backsliding. (4) 
Backslider, Saved or Lost? (5) How to Get Back to Full Fellowship 


With God. Tender and sympathetic, yet firm. Scriptural and scholarly. 
throughout. 


A GOOD MAN LOST AND A BAD MAN SAVED. Another of Dr. 
Rice’s well known evangelistic messages. Gripping and tender. Shows 
how many moral people will be lost while many wicked, immoral sin- 
ners will be saved. Proves that good works are not enough, that it igs 
faith in Christ that saves. 


TOBACCO—IS ITS USE A SIN? Cigarette Facts. How to Quit. Scrip- 


tural and scientific evidence that tobacco is harmful to the body and 
& hindrance to the Christian life. Will lead thousands to quit, 
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